was almost universal; and of these the rheumatic or arthritic, the strumous or scrofulous, the bilious, and the nervous were the most commonly admitted and recognised.
The term diathesis implies, in the words of one who still up- holds ,the existence of these traits, that there are inborn personal peculiarities and varieties of constitution, and that such differences are expressed by degrees of vulnerability, immunity, and proclivity. Nay, more, the signs whereby the subjects of a particular diathesis (or diatheses) may be recognised before the exhibition of any disease due to the constitutional peculiarity, were described in detail. 
